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Executive Summary
The Nazis wielded a set of antisemitic libels against the Jews of 
Europe that paved the way to the Holocaust. This study examines 
how those libels are being revived and normalized in Western 
democracies today. While the political conditions of interwar 
Europe are not the same as those in contemporary Western 
democracies, the accusations are, and so is the process by which 
they become conventional wisdom.

The study traces four libels from their Nazi-era form to their 
present one.

•	 Die Juden sind unser Unglück. “The Jews are our mis-
fortune” is a slogan that hung on banners across Germany 
and ran beneath the masthead of Der Stürmer. It now ap-
pears as the claim that Zionism, Israel, or its supporters are 
the world’s problem.

•	 The Dolchstoßlegende. The “stab in the back” charge 
that Germany had been betrayed from within by Jews now 
appears as the accusation that Jews, Zionists and supporters 
of Israel serve a foreign power at their own country’s expense. 

•	 The Protocols of the Elders of Zion. A 1903 forgery 
published in Russia cast Jewish leaders as a secret cabal 
plotting control of the world’s governments, banks, and 
press. The Nazi press reprinted it, German schools taught 
it, and Hitler invoked it before the Reichstag on the eve 
of the war. It now exists as the claim that a hidden Jewish 
or Zionist hand directs finance, media, and government. 

•	 The blood libel. Der Stürmer revived the accusation 
that Jews murder children for ritual purposes, and Julius 
Streicher’s publishing house carried it into children’s 
literature. It now appears as the accusation that the Jewish 
state is committing genocide—the crime the Nazis committed 
against the Jews—with deliberate child killing at its core.
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The chapters that follow examine each libel in turn. Where a libel is 
presented as a finding, the study analyzes the evidence offered for it. 

Across the four chapters, the study traces the process of nor-
malization. Old libels are repurposed for contemporary targets,  
repeated until repetition itself gives them the authority of fact, and 
carried into mainstream politics and institutions. The first three 
stages of the historical process examined here have reoccurred. 
The final two—a movement built on these accusations taking pow-
er and then codifying them in law and policy—have not.
 
The blood libel receives the fullest treatment because: 

1.	 it is advanced as a documented finding and echoed by  
physicians, academics, human rights organizations, and  
UN bodies, whose presumed authority makes any refutation 
harder to accept.

2.	 it is taken as fact in the public arena—marchers chant it, 
elected officials restate it.

3.	 it is the accusation that makes the others speakable:  once a 
Jewish collective is accepted as murdering children, the other 
libels can be voiced as opposition to evil.

4.	 it is invoked to justify acts of violence against Jews and their 
supporters. 

These four features make the blood libel the face of modern 
antisemitism.

We’ve learned that once society adopts libels as settled truth, 
they provide justification for what follows. The Holocaust was 
possible because the charges used to justify it were already in-
ternalized. The slanders are once again being openly spread, and 
they must be countered.
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Introduction
More than eighty years after the liberation of Auschwitz, a 
question many believed belonged to the past has returned: 
Are we witnessing the beginnings of a second Holocaust? The 
normalization of libels and falsehoods is a familiar warning sign. 

Antisemitic lies are rapidly being transformed into accepted 
truths. Hate rhetoric once confined to neo-Nazi websites, 
white nationalist  forums, and Islamist propaganda networks 
is spreading via social media into mainstream discourse with 
unprecedented speed. Pushed by Hamas supporters and 
Islamists, and fueled by algorithms that reward outrage, social 
media influencers rebrand ancient antisemitic conspiracies, 
swapping “Zionist” for “Jew” while peddling the same malevolent 
myths of child-killing and shadowy control of governments 
under the guise of liberation activism. The far right, including 
neo-Nazis and white supremacists who never abandoned these 
libels, freely amplify the far left’s antisemitic narratives as readily 
as their own. 

These lies and conspiracies about “Zionists” are heard in every 
domain of public life, from classrooms and newsrooms to 
medicine, culture, and politics, creating a self-reinforcing echo 
chamber in which each domain validates the next while the 
world’s oldest hatred is globalized and mainstreamed by those 
who present themselves as righteous whistleblowers. The libels 
are accepted without evidence because repetition has taken the 
place of proof.

The consequences are real. Last year marked the deadliest 
year for Jews living outside Israel since the 1994 bombing at 
a Jewish Community Center in Buenos Aires, Argentina.1 In 
2025, the United States experienced one of the most violent 
years ever recorded for American Jews, including the murder 
of a young couple employed by the Israeli embassy outside 
Washington’s Capital Jewish Museum.2 Britain suffered its first 
fatal antisemitic terror attack in modern record-keeping at a 
Manchester synagogue on Yom Kippur, the holiest day in the 
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Jewish calendar. Months later, Jewish volunteer ambulances 
were set on fire in a London synagogue car park.3 In Australia, 
antisemitic incidents more than tripled after October 7, 2023, 
culminating in the Bondi Beach massacre of Jews on the first 
night of Hanukkah.4 France recorded nearly four times as many 
antisemitic acts as the previous year, including the gang-rape of 
a 12-year-old girl because she was Jewish.5 Canada entered its 
third consecutive record year of antisemitic incidents, including 
multiple shootings of Jewish  elementary schools, firebombings 
of synagogues, arson attacks on Jewish institutions, bomb 
threats against Jewish targets, and terrorist plots against 
Jewish communities.6 And Germany, where eighty years of 
denazification, memory laws, and public atonement were 
supposed to have ended that chapter, now reports roughly one 
antisemitic incident every hour.7

To be clear, conditions in modern Western democracies do not 
mirror the structural collapse of interwar Europe—there is no 
hyperinflation, no humiliated war generation, no private militias 
battling for the streets. But it would be a dangerous mistake to 
dismiss the warnings of Nazi Germany. The Holocaust did not 
occur as a spontaneous explosion of racism. It took place after 
antisemitism had become part of the fabric of society.  

The Nazis capitalized on centuries-old religious and racial an-
tisemitism in Europe, repurposing anti-Jewish stereotypes and 
libels to explain the economic distress and political upheaval 
that followed Germany’s defeat in World War I. They methodi-
cally normalized the demonization of Jews over a period of more 
than a decade with defamatory falsehoods, grotesque libels, and 
extremist propaganda until it became the conventional wisdom 
embraced by society at large. 

The culmination came after Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party came 
to power in 1933. Through Gleichschaltung (“coordination” or 
“synchronization”), the regime systematically brought civic, 
cultural, and professional institutions—including universities, 
healthcare systems, the press, labor unions, youth organizations, 
and the arts—under Nazi control. With this complete takeover, 
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antisemitism became embedded in official state doctrine, from 
the 1933 boycott of Jewish businesses and the purge of Jews 
from the civil service to the 1935 Nuremberg Laws that stripped 
them of citizenship. By the time Gleichschaltung had cemented 
German society into a regimented instrument of antisemitic ter-
ror, the necessary preconditions had already been established in 
a step-by-step process.

First, the old libels were repurposed. Second, they were repeated 
until repetition passed for proof. Third, they were carried into 
politics, where Jew hatred became a credential rather than a 
disqualifier. Fourth, a movement built on antisemitism took 
political power. Fifth, that movement translated its ideology into 
state policy and law. The first three steps have already recurred in 
today’s Western democracies. The final two have not. Preventing 
the process from advancing further requires people with 
conscience to recognize, expose, and confront the antisemitic 
falsehoods and their purveyors before they take power. 

Normalizing the Antisemitic Tropes
By the late nineteenth century, Europe had accumulated a ready 
supply of anti-Jewish accusations, waiting to be used wherever 
a scapegoat was required. Some were ancient, some more 
recent, all variations of similar, interwoven themes—the Jew as 
the source of the nation’s misfortune, as alien and disloyal, as 
secret controller of the world to the non-Jew’s detriment, as a 
child murderer. The Nazis converted those antisemitic tropes 
into conventional wisdom about the Jews and, ultimately, into 
a problem to be solved. The same antisemitic libels are used to 
foment anti-Jewish sentiment today, and the conversion into 
conventional wisdom is already underway.
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A Der Stürmer display in Worms, 1935, showing the slogan “The Jews are 
our misfortune” displayed publicly as part of everyday Nazi propaganda.

Credit: Bundesarchiv, Bild 133-075 / Unknown / CC BY-SA 3.0.

Chapter 1: “Our Misfortune”

NAZI-ERA TROPE CONTEMPORARY 
ADAPTATION

UNDERLYING  
ACCUSATION

“Die Juden sind 
unser Unglück”

“The Jews are our 
misfortune”

Zionism/Israel (and 
its supporters) is the 
world’s problem/the 
world’s enemy	

A Jewish collective 
—the Jewish nation, 
state, Zionists or 
Zionism—is a threat 
to society
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THEN
In an 1879 essay, Heinrich von Treitschke, a German historian 
and political writer, coined the slogan “Die Juden sind unser 
Unglück”—“the Jews are our misfortune”—and presented it as a 
matter of national belief.8 Although Treitschke did not advocate 
the extermination of Jews, his writings would help legitimize 
Nazi hatred by portraying Jews as an alien and harmful collective 
whose influence endangered the German nation. The phrase 
became one of the Nazis’ most ubiquitous and recognizable 
slogans, emblazoned on public banners and display cases hung 
across Germany, and the tagline at the bottom of the front 
page of Julius Streicher’s Der Stürmer, a crude, sensationalist 
tabloid that served as a staple of Nazi propaganda.9 The slogan 
established the Jews as the nation’s scapegoat—an alien collective 
to be blamed for its grievances, failures, and misfortunes.

 

A street banner in Germany, 1935, proclaiming “The Jews are Our 
Misfortune” moved from political propaganda into the public landscape.

Credit: Yad Vashem Archives, photo 99226, Album FA120/2
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NOW
The same trope has been repur-
posed for use against Zionism, 
Israel, and their supporters, re-
casting them as the source of the 
world’s problems. In 2019, the 
German neo-Nazi party Die Rechte 
ran official posters in the European 
Parliament elections reading “Stop 
Zionism: Israel is our misfortune!” 
The change in vocabulary was not 
subtle, and it fooled no one, in-
cluding German prosecutors. The 
Prosecutor General in Celle for-
mally concluded that “Zionism” 
was being used as a code word 
for Jews and that “Israel is our 
misfortune” was a deliberate use 
of the slogan that had run across 
the front page of Der Stürmer for 
twenty-two years.10 

In 2020, David Miller, then Professor of Political Sociology at the 
University of Bristol, declared the Zionist movement (and the 
Israeli government) “the enemy of the Left, the enemy of world 
peace” which “must be directly targeted.”11 In 2021, he added 
that Zionism “is and always has been a racist, violent, imperialist 
ideology” that “has no place in any society.” 

The university dismissed him several months later. A 2024 em-
ployment tribunal then ruled in favor of Miller and called the 
university’s dismissal of him discriminatory on the grounds that 
his anti-Zionist beliefs were protected. The university appealed 
and lost. The Miller case reveals how a trope evolves and be-
comes normalized. Its evolution: a Jewish national movement 
has replaced “the Jews” as the enemy of world peace, not fit to 
exist in any society. Its normalization: an employment tribunal 
rules it protected belief.12 

A Die Rechte election poster, 
Germany, 2019, recasting the 
Nazi slogan “The Jews are our 
misfortune” as “Israel is our 
misfortune.” 

Source: Die Rechte, 2019; documented 
by the Berlin Office for the Protection of 
the constitution.
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In June 2025, Candace Owens, a podcaster with a following of 
millions, named Zionism the American nation’s misfortune. 
Appearing on Piers Morgan Uncensored, she declared: “Zionism 
has brought us nothing but grief in America. Can you name one 
positive thing that Zionists have contributed to America?” Like 
Treitschke, she prefaced the indictment with the bandwagon 
appeal,13 saying “a lot of people” were “waking up” to it.14

On July 2, 2026, in an interview on CNN, Turkish Foreign 
Minister Hakan Fidan invoked the trope while calling for 
international sanctions against Israel. He said, “Israel is not just 
my problem—it is the world’s problem—and it needs to be framed 
that way…  Humanity needs to debate this, too; everyone knows 
it, senses it, whispers about it 
in private corners, speaks of it, 
and occasionally even discusses 
it openly—but the fact remains, 
my friend, that this is a shared 
problem for humanity…With 
their policies and their mindset, 
these people have become a 
burden that humanity can no 
longer bear. …”  He too claimed 
to be voicing what others already 
knew but were unwilling to say 
publicly.15   

What began as a nationalist an-
tisemitic slogan that dwelt in 
the margins has evolved into a 
recurring accusation across the 
political spectrum, reaching as 
high as the foreign minister of a 
sitting member of NATO. 

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan  
Fidan describing Israel as “the 
world’s problem” and a burden  
humanity could no longer bear,  
CNN Türk, July 2, 2026.

Source: TRT World screenshot of the CNN 
Türk interview; reproduced for criticism and 
analysis.
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